
 

JAMES RIVER BASIN CANOE LIVERY 
540-254-8012 - twinriveroutfitter@gmail.com - 653 Lowe Street Buchanan VA 24066 

PARTICIPANT RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT  
**** PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING **** 

 
_________________________​ ​ ​ ​ ​ _____________________ 
FULL NAME      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Cell Number 
_________________________​ ​ ​       ​ ​ _____________________ 
Emergency Contact​ ​ ​ ​                    ​ ​ Cell Number 

IMPORTANT: THIS IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT Please read and understand this document before signing. If you have any questions, please 
consult an attorney. 

James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as: Twin River Outfitters) would like to inform our guests that a river trip is not risk free. The same 
elements that contribute to the unique character and fun of a river trip, such as “shooting the rapids” or “living out-of-doors” can cause loss or damage to 
equipment, injury, or in extreme cases, permanent trauma or death. We do not want to heighten or reduce your enthusiasm for the experience, but we do 
want you to know in advance what to expect, and to be informed of some of the possible risks. We ask that you read this document, understand this 
document, sign it, and return it to our office. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISK 

Our river trips are unguided, your group will be on the river on your own without the aid of accompanying outfitter staff.  There are many river hazards to 
be experienced on the trip. Passengers can be jolted, bounced, or otherwise shaken about during rides through some of these rapids. Equipment may 
break or malfunction causing loss of property or injury. Watercraft may turn over in the rapids or in calm water causing prolonged exposure to cold water 
leading to hypothermia, injury, or death. Injuries may be sustained while in the water such as from items floating in the river or in the riverbed. There is 
the risk of your boat hitting trees, logs, rocks, or other debris that could tip over my boat or cause a boat pin or entrapment hazard.  Drowning is always a 
possibility whenever you are around water. Participants may be washed or thrown overboard in the rapids or in calm water, which may result in any of 
the above injuries or death. You may spend time upside down in your watercraft and may get water in your nose or mouth. If you fall out of your boat, 
you may hit objects that cause injury or death. Accidents may occur getting into or out of a watercraft. Watercraft may become slippery when wet. You 
might slip and fall when entering any watercraft, in which case you might damage or lose equipment you are carrying (such as cameras, glasses or other 
personal items). You might injure yourself by falling against some object in or around the watercraft, or on the shore. Watercraft get hot in the sun; you 
might burn yourself when you climb aboard or while using the watercraft. Watercraft may drift a distance from the shoreline when you are trying to get in 
or out causing you to fall in the river or drop equipment into the river. You may be required to get out of the watercraft to move it to deeper water in which 
case you may injure your back, over-stress your heart, or otherwise injure yourself in doing so. You might trip over rocks, stumps or other debris while 
entering or exiting your boat.  As a watercraft operator you will be totally responsible for your own movement and safety while on the river. This requires 
a high level of physical exertion as well as emotional and mental stability. You will be primarily responsible for your own rescues. James River Basin 
Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters) will only be available as a backup rescue due to the inherent nature of the sport. Accidents 
may occur during off-river travel getting to or from the river where footing may be awkward. Participants can slip or fall during a hike, resulting in injury. 
Foot protection in the form of shoes or sandals is required for all river trips. Foot injuries are the most common injury and may still occur regardless of 
footwear being worn. Poisonous or dangerous plants, insects, or animals can be encountered with harmful effects to some guests. Exposure to the 
natural elements can be uncomfortable or harmful.  Customers can be exposed get sunburn, dehydration, heat stroke, heat cramps, wind, rain, lightning.  
Using portable toilet facilities, eating meals out-of-doors, being in the open for the extended length of the trip can be uncomfortable or cause injury. It is 
also possible that some participants would suffer mental anguish or trauma from the experience or their injuries. This is not an exclusive or exhaustive 
list of the possible injuries, trauma or accidents that may occur while on a river trip. Most of these injuries are rare and you are not likely to encounter 
them, however they have occurred, and you need to know about them and other possible injuries not mentioned above. These injuries occur more often 
when the participants are using drugs or alcohol or not physically able to undertake the activity.  

CONTRACT, WAIVER, RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION 

I agree to indemnify and hold harmless James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as: Twin River Outfitters), their agents, land owner, and 
employees from all claims, damages, losses, injuries and expenses arising out of James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River 
Outfitters) resulting from participating in these activities. I further agree to release, acquit and covenant not to sue James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD 
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(Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters) their agents,  employees, land owners, lessors of land, subcontractors for all actions, causes of actions, 
claims or damages, damages in law or remedies in equity of whatever kind, including negligence of James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing 
business as:  Twin River Outfitters) or my family, myself or my heirs, against James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River 
Outfitters) arising out of participation in this program. In short, I cannot sue James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River 
Outfitters) and if I do, I cannot collect any money.  As liquidated damages, I hereby agree that if James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business 
as:  Twin River Outfitters) is forced to defend any action, lawsuit or litigation by myself, my executors, or my heirs, on my family’s or my behalf, my heirs 
or executors and I agree to pay James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters) costs and attorney’s fees if they 
successfully defend such action, lawsuit or litigation.   

I certify that my family, including minor children and myself, are fully capable of participating in the river trip. I state that I have read and understand the 
above statement on some of the possible risks of this activity. Therefore, I assume full responsibility for myself, my family, including minor children, for 
bodily injury, death and loss of personal property and any expenses because of my negligence, negligence of my family, or negligence of James River 
Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters). I also understand that James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  
Twin River Outfitters) reserves the right to refuse any person it judges to be incapable of meeting the rigors and requirements of participating in the river 
trip. I am in good physical condition and able to undertake this activity.  

I authorize and release to James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters) the use of my image in any photograph or 
video recording for any advertising purpose.  I have adequate health, disability and life insurance for myself and my family. I hereby give permission for 
transportation to any medical facility or hospital, and I authorize any qualified person or medical personnel to render medical care for my family or myself. 
I understand and agree that the cost of any search and rescue or evacuation undertaken on my behalf will be my responsibility. I agree in advance to 
pay all such costs should I be held responsible for such costs. By signing this document, I voluntarily consent to receive marketing emails and 
notifications from James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters) and related businesses. I understand that I can 
unsubscribe from these communications at any time by following the instructions in the emails or contacting James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD 
(Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters) directly. I agree to indemnify and hold harmless James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  
Twin River Outfitters) for any costs they may be charged for any evacuation or search and rescue undertaken on my behalf. I agree not to use any illegal 
drugs or alcohol while undertaking any activity with James River Basin Canoe Livery, LTD (Doing business as:  Twin River Outfitters).  I understand that 
consumption of alcohol on the river is unsafe for any water activity and illegal in public, and not approved by the outfitter. I agree to return all equipment 
on the agreed upon date in the same condition as when received, and to pay for any equipment lost, damaged or stolen.  I further agree that I and all the 
people in my group will always wear life jackets while in the water.   I agree that I and all members of my party can swim without the aid of a life jacket. I 
do not have any medical or mental condition that would prevent my participation in this activity.  I understand that there are the risks I could be exposed 
to severe storms or Acts of God that may arise at a moment’s notice, in such an instant I will seek safe shelter. I understand that the classification of river 
difficulty (whitewater rating) for the river trip will include up to class II rapids (class III for the Snowden section only). I, of my own free will, for myself, my 
heirs and my executors, have read, understand and acknowledge the risks and liabilities for the trip I will be undertaking.  

TERMS & CONDITIONS 

●​ I understand that this is an unguided river trip and that I will be responsible for my own safety while on the water. 
●​ I understand that there are inherent risks involved with water sports related activities including but not limited to sunburn, sun stroke, 

heat exhaustion, dehydration, insect / animal bites, cuts, scrapes, broken bones, drowning, permanent paralysis, and death.   
●​ I agree that I and all members of my party can swim without the aid of a life jacket. If minors are present, I understand the minimum 

age is at least 6 years old.  I further agree that I and all the people in my group will always wear life jackets while in the water.  
●​ I understand that consumption of alcohol on the river is unsafe for any water activity and illegal in public, and not approved by the 

outfitter. 
●​ I agree to return all equipment on the agreed upon date in the same condition as when received, and to pay for any equipment lost, 

damaged or stolen.  
●​ I further agree that this is an outdoor water sports activity that can be stressful, I affirm that I don’t have any medical conditions that 

would prevent my participation in this activity. 

_____________________________________​         _______________________ 
Participants Signature ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 
 
FOR PARENTS/ GUARDIANS OF PARTICIPANT OF MINOR AGE 6 – 17, (UNDER 18 AT TIME OF TRIP) This is to certify that I, as 
parent /guardian with legal responsibility for this participant, do consent and agree to his/her release as provided above of all the 
Releases, and for myself, my heirs, assigns, and next of kin, I release and agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Releases from 
any and all liability incidents to my minor child’s involvement or participation in these programs as provided above, EVEN IF 
ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES, to the fullest extent permitted by law. Parent / Guardian Signature 
 
_____________________________________​         _______________________ 
Parent / Guardian  Signature ​​ ​ ​ ​               Date 
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